TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP

ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN

MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 9, 2008

PLANNING COMMISSION

COMMUNITY SERVICE BUILDING

EASTPORT, MICHIGAN

Present:  Scott, Colvin, Elbert, Walworth, Parker, Thompson and King

Absent:  None

Others:  Sullivan

Audience:  5

1. Meeting was convened at 7:32 PM.

2. Agenda is approved.

3. Correspondence, etc.  1.  Practical Application of Michigan Enabling Act seminar October 22nd in Grayling   2.  Grand Vision Project on October 14th is the same night as the Planning Commission meeting.  Members are encouraged to look at survey.  3.  Joe Meyers Memo dated September 4th referring to the September 2nd meeting, where the Antrim County Planning Commission recommends the Torch Lake Township Board approve the Zoning Ordinance submitted by the Planning Commission.  4.  Letter to Chuck Edwards, N.W. Michigan Community Health Agency regarding the Special Use Permit for the property located at 5945 N M 88 and the septic system approved for that site.  

4. Minutes of August 12, 2008.  There were two additions to the minutes.  In item 5, 7th line, after “continued at the rental” add the word “units”.  In item 6, #4, add a period after “they have done a grand job.”  Add an additional sentence “Jack also objected to the use of the term “adjacent” in Section A of the zoning ordinance amendment”.  The motion by ________ to accept the minutes of August 12 as altered is seconded and passed 6-0, with King abstaining due to absence from that meeting.  

5. Concerns of the Public.  There were none.

6. PUD/PRD language amendment.  Sullivan has handout of Chapter VIII for the commission to review.  He asks them what uses they want to see in the PRD and PUD districts?  The only permitted uses allowed must be listed in Section 14.02 and this is what he is asking the commission to decide.  He requests them to email their suggestions within the next 10 days.  Scott voices his disappointment and frustration with the whole process.

7. Ordinance to create the Planning Commission.  In order to comply with the Michigan Planning Enabling Act of 2008, the township needs to show when the Planning Commission was created.  After searching records, they were unable to do so.   Scott has created an ordinance which is to repeal the existing ordinance and adopt this ordinance to insure a proper record of the action.  The commission reviews the document and makes suggestions for changes, etc.  Scott will redraft the document, email it to members for their action at next month’s meeting.  

8. Code of Conduct and Oath of Office.  Scott states that he erred by including this on tonight’s agenda for the commission as this is not a commission issue, but rather an issue for the Township Board.

9. Update of Commission Bylaws.  Scott has a handout for the commission of the Torch Lake Township Planning Commission Bylaws.  He has made additions, which are highlighted in light blue.  The commission goes through the bylaws and they discuss additional changes to be made.  Scott takes note of the suggestions and will redraw the draft, email it to the members and it will be acted on at next month’s meeting.

10. Zoning Ordinance Updating.  This topic is postponed until a later date.  

11. Concerns of the Public.  From the audience, Larry Tomlinson states that it has been very interesting to listen to your interaction!

12. With no further business, the motion by King to adjourn at 11:14 PM is seconded and passed 7-0.

These minutes are respectfully submitted and are subject to approval at the next regularly scheduled meeting.

Kathy S. Windiate

Recording Secretary

